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SITE SENSITIVITY VERIFICATION REPORT 

OCTOBER 2021 

THE PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF NEW ACCESS ROAD AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE FROM MACASSAR 

ROAD (M9) TO THE FIRGROVE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, FIRGROVE 

1. INTRODUCTION  

Doug Jeffery Environmental Consultants has been appointed by Annenprop 5 (Pty) Ltd (“the Applicant”) as the 

Environmental Assessment Practitioner (“EAP”) to undertake a Basic Environmental Assessment process in terms 

of the National Environmental Management Act (Act 107 of 1998), as amended (“NEMA”), and the 2014 

Environmental Impact Assessment (“EIA”) Regulations (as amended) for the proposed new access road and 

associated infrastructure from Macassar Road (M9) to the Firgrove Industrial Estate, Firgrove 

The proposed access road traverses five properties: Erf 710-RE, Erf 1063, Erf 720, Er 717, and Erf 718. See figure 1. 

 
Figure 1: Properties the proposed new access road traverses. 

 



 

 

Site Verification Report  Page 2 of 15 

Since the proposed development requires environmental authorisation, a Screening Tool Report referred to in 

Regulation 16(1)(v) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations 2014, as amended, has been 

generated from the National Web based Environmental Screening Tool (https://screening.environment.gov.za 

/screeningtool/index.html#/pages/welcome). The Screening Report is required for any application for 

Environmental Authorisation.  

This Site Verification Report is informed by a high-level desktop investigation and a site inspection undertaken 

on 14 January 2021.  

 

2. HISTORICAL IMAGERY 

Historical imagery was sought using Google Earth Pro. The earliest imagery of the site on Google Earth Pro is from 

March 2005.  

The unnamed stream which the road will cross and which requires a culvert bridge is evident from the historical 

aerial imagery.  

 

Figure 2: Historical Imagery of the site – March 2005 
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Figure 3: Historical Imagery of the site – February 2009 

 

 
Figure 4: Historical Imagery of the site – March 2011 
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Figure 5: Historical Imagery of the site – October 2014 

 

 
Figure 6: Historical Imagery of the site – January 2015 
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Figure 7: Historical Imagery of the site – October 2017 

 

 
Figure 8: Historical Imagery of the site – June 2019 
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Figure 9: Historical Imagery of the site – June 2020 

 

 
Figure 10: Historical Imagery of the site – January 2021 
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3. SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

The photographs were taken at the site inspection on 14 January 2021.  

 

 
Figure 11: View from the south to the north - the existing Doh Street opposite which the proposed new access 

road is proposed. Note the disturbed nature of the area. [yellow arrow – proposed new access road + 

direction] 
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Figure 12: View of the proposed new access road towards the Firgrove Industrial Estate. Note the vegetation 

on site is largely grasses and the area disturbed with very low possibility of any rare or threatened plant 

species. [yellow arrow – proposed new access road + direction] 

 

 

 
Figure 13: view of where the proposed bridge will be constructed. [yellow arrow – proposed new access road 

+ direction  |  orange rectangle = estimate position of the bridge  |  blue line = unnamed stream] 
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Figure 14: Base of the stream. Note the dryness of the stream and the dumping within the stream. 

 

 

 

 
Figure 15: more dumping within the stream 
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Figure 16: Vegetation within the stream. 

 

 

4. SCREENING TOOL REPORT SENSITIVTIIES 

The Screening Tool Report was first generated on 26 October 2020. However, a second report was generated 

on 06 June 2021 with the latest road and bridge development footprint. The protocols are applicable in 

determining the level of input required for the proposed development.  

The Screening Tool Report notes that the site does not intersect with any Environmental Management Framework 

or and development zones.  

The following sensitivities were provided for each theme: 

Theme Sensitivity (low, medium, high, very high) 

Agriculture Medium 

Animal species High  

Aquatic Biodiversity Very high  

Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Very high  

Civil Aviation Medium 

Defence  Low 

Palaeontology  Low 

Plant species Medium 

Terrestrial Biodiversity  Very high  

Not all studies required as noted in the Screening Tool Report have been commissioned based on the high-level 

desktop investigation, and the site inspection undertaken on 14 January 2021.  
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(a) Agriculture  

The Screening Tool indicates that the agricultural sensitivity of the site is Medium. 

According to the data on Cape Farm Mapper the land capability is considered moderate.  

Based on aerial imagery and the characteristic of the area, no agricultural activities have been undertaken for 

a substantial length of time on the site, nor will any agricultural activities be undertaken on the site in the future.  

According to the City of Cape Town’s Zoning Map Viewer, none of the erven that will be traversed are zoned 

agricultural (see Figure 17) which means that this particular area has not been identified for agricultural activities. 

Moreover, Erf 717 and Erf 718 are zoned General Industrial 1 as they form part of the larger Firgrove Industrial 

Estate.  

Considering the above, no specialist input has been commissioned as the EAP believes the proposed 

development and associated infrastructure will not affect agricultural practices on the site. 

 

 
Figure 17: Zoning Map (City of Cape Town, 2021) 
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(b) Animal species 

The Screening Tool Report notes that the animal species sensitivity is High. Animal species identified are provided 

in table 1 below. 

Table 1: Animal species identified in Screening Tool Report. 

Species  Sensitivity rating 

Aneuryphymus montanus  Medium  

Frankenbergerius opacus  Medium  

Pachysoma aesculapius  Medium  

Circus ranivorus High  

Circus maurus High  

 

Considering the proposed development area, it is believed that the fauna on site is “unexceptional”. This is 

reflective of the heavily degraded vegetation on most of the development area. Nonetheless, a specialist has 

been appointed to undertake an inspection of the area for the Aneuryphymus montanus, Frankenbergerius 

opacus, and Pachysoma aesculapius.  

An avifaunal specialist has not been appointed to investigate the area for the presence of the Circus ranivorus 

and Circus maurus for the following reasons:  

African Marsh Harrier – Circus ranivorus 

According to Hockey, Dean and Ryan (2005), the identified threats of the African Marsh Harrier is due to wetland 

loss and fires during breeding season1. These threats are also identified by the IUCN. Furthermore, the IUCN 

indicates that this species breeds in wetlands, foraging primarily over reeds and lake margins, and its threatened 

status is considered to be of Least Concern2. 

Circus maurus - Black Harrier 

According to the IUCN red list3, the Black Harrier is considered Endangered with a declining population of which 

there are approximately less than 1000 individuals in South Africa, Lesotho and Swaziland. BirdLife South Africa 

confirms that the Black Harrier is southern Africa’s rarest endemic raptor now considered Endangered in South 

Africa and Namibia since 20154.  

The Black Harrier’s habitat and ecology is shrubland, grassland and wetlands. The threat to this species includes 

urban development (housing, roads and railways), agricultural practices, and wetland destruction and fires.  

Considering the habitat and ecology of the African Marsh Harrier and Black Harrier the EAP is of the opinion that 

the proposed development site for the access road would not have any impact on either species. The 

development area is degraded characterized by dumping and regular mowing by the municipality. The area 

is therefore considered to be an unsuitable habitat or breeding site for the species.  

 

 

 

 

 
1 Hockey PAR, Dean WRJ and Ryan PG 2005. Roberts - Birds of southern Africa, VIIth ed. The Trustees of the John Voelcker Bird Book Fund, Cape 

Town. Accessed at: http://biodiversityexplorer.info/birds/accipitridae/circus_ranivorus.htm [accessed on 06 June 2021]. 

2 BirdLife International. 2016. Circus ranivorus. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 2016: e.T22695352A93504602. 

https://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2016-3.RLTS.T22695352A93504602.en. Downloaded on 06 June 2021 
3 BirdLife International. 2017. Circus maurus. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 2017: e.T22695379A118433168. 

https://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2017-3.RLTS.T22695379A118433168.en. Downloaded on 06 June 2021. 

4 https://www.birdlife.org.za/what-we-do/landscape-conservation/what-we-do/raptors/black-harrier/ 

http://biodiversityexplorer.info/birds/accipitridae/circus_ranivorus.htm
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(c) Aquatic Biodiversity 

The Screening Tool Report notes the aquatic sensitivity of the development footprint as Very high.  

The Western Cape Biodiversity Spatial Plan (Figure 18) indicates that a portion of the road will travers: 

• An estuarine wetland.  

• A degraded Terrestrial CBA 2 area 

• A degraded Aquatic CBA 2 area 

• The road, and thus required bridge traverses a non-perennial stream. 

The estuarine wetland is associated with the Eerste River Estuary. Figure 19 shows  that the estuary mouth meets 

the ocean at Macassar Beach on the False Bay coastline. According to the Eerste River Estuary Management 

Plan, the estuary forms part of an extensive urban environment. The mouth is considered the western boundary 

of the Helderberg Marine Protected Area. The estuary is considered a core component to the marine 

conservation objectives of the Marine Protected Area.  

Figure 19 also  shows the proposed development in relation to Macassar Beach, Helderberg Marine Protected 

Area, and the Eerste River Estuary mouth and their location in relation to the proposed new access road.  

 
Figure 18: Biodiversity Map 



 

 

Site Verification Report  Page 14 of 15 

 
Figure 19: Proposed new access road in relation to the estuary mouth, Helderberg Marine Protected Area and 

Macassar Beach 

 

The site inspection on 14 January 2021 indicates that the stream and the degraded CBA2 wetland is degraded 

made evident by the dumping within and near the stream.  

Considering the above, it is not anticipated that the proposed new access road would have any impact on the 

Eerster River Estuary or its associated wetland which the road and bridge traverses in the operational phase.  

The construction phase impacts may result in some impact, but it is likely that these can be mitigated and are 

temporary.  

A freshwater specialist will assess the impacts of the proposed development on the watercourse in the vicinity 

of the activity. 

(d) Archaeological and Cultural Heritage and Paleontology 

According to the Screening Tool Report, the Archaeological and Cultural and Heritage sensitivity is Very High, 

and the Paleontological sensitivity is Low.  

A Notice of Intent to Develop was submitted to Heritage Western Cape (HWC). The HWCs final response to the 

NID (HWC Case No: 20102601SB0701E) dated 30 July 2021 notes that no further studies are required in terms of 

Section 38 of the National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999) is required. It is, however, noted that should 

any heritage resources such as graves and human burials and archaeological material and/or paleontological 

material be discovered during construction activities, all works must stop immediately, and HWC notified 

immediately.  

 

 

False Bay 

N 
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(e) Civil Aviation 

According to the Screening Tool Report, the site is of Medium sensitivity since the proposed development is 

located between 8 and 15 kilometres of other civil aviation aerodrome, and between 15 and 35 kilometres from 

a civil aviation radar and civil aviation aerodrome. Should the proposed development be within the radii of the 

aforementioned zones, it is not believed that the new access road would be of any impact.  

It is not anticipated that the proposed road would pose any threat to civil aviation.  

(f) Defence  

The Defence theme sensitivity is noted as Low in the Screening Tool Report. The proposed new access road is in 

keeping with the surrounding environs and is not anticipated to impact on any defence activities.  

(g) Plant species 

The Screening Tool Report notes that the plant species sensitivity is Medium.  

Based on the site verification inspection on 14 January 2021, the proposed development area is completely 

disturbed and transformed. It is not believed that the affected area will have any plant Species of Conservation 

Concern or a red data species list. To this end, botanical input is not required for the proposed development. 

(h) Terrestrial Biodiversity 

According to high level desktop investigation and site visit, the site is transformed from a natural state. The site is 

very disturbed characterized by weeds and grasses that is regularly mowed, and illegal dumping throughout 

the site and within the stream. Owing to the site’s degree of transformation, no threatened species would be 

present on the site. It is not foreseen that the proposed development will impact on terrestrial biodiversity. 


