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PROJECT & REPORT DETAILS 

Project Title: The proposed mixed-use and residential development on Farm No. 

85, and Erven 14425 and 14426, Stellenbosch 

Report: First Environmental Audit Report 

Report Date: 17 June 2022 

Applicant / Holder of the EA: Neethlingstraat 12 Stellenbosch (Pty) Ltd 

Departmental Reference: 16/3/3/5/B4/45/1005/20 

DJEC Reference: 2022/24 

  

APPOINTED AUDITOR 

Doug Jeffery Environmental Consultants 

P.O. Box 44 

Klapmuts 

7625 

Tel: 021 875 5272 

Author of Audit Report: Tyron Momberg (BSc; BCB, Biodiversity & Conservation Biology), has 10 years’ 

experience as an Environmental Control Officer (ECO) and has been conducting Environmental Audits 

on environmental authorisations, environmental management programmes and closure plans on behalf 

of the company since 2016. 

Refer to Appendix D for the Auditor’s Curriculum Vitae. 

Reviewed by: Doug Jeffery (BSc. Botany and Zoology; MSc. Botany), has worked throughout South 

Africa, both as a professional Botanist and has co-ordinated EIAs for over 25 years. Doug is also registered 

as Professional Natural Scientist with SACNASP (159/90), he is a Registered Environmental Assessment 

Practitioner with EAPSA (2019/1746) and member of IAIAsa. 
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DECLARATION 

Declaration of the Auditor 

I, Tyron Momberg, as independent consultant hereby declare/affirm the correctness of the information 

provided or to be provided as part of the environmental audit report, and that I: 

• act/ed as the independent environmental auditor; 

• in terms of the general requirement to be independent, other than fair remuneration for work 

performed/to be performed in terms of this audit report, have no business, financial, personal or 

other interest in the activity or application and that there are no circumstances that may 

compromise my objectivity. 

• in terms of the remainder of the general requirements for an environmental auditor, am fully 

aware of and meet all the requirements and that failure to comply with any the requirements 

may result in disqualification. 

• have and will not have any interest in the proposed activity; 

• undertake the environmental audit based on information provided to me by the holder of the 

environmental authorisation, and additional information obtained during the audit period. 

• am aware that a false declaration is an offence in terms of Regulation 48 of the EIA Regulations, 

2014 (as amended). 

 

Tyron Momberg 

Environmental Auditor 
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DEFINITIONS 

Audit: A systematic, independent and documented review by a suitably, 

qualified professional(s) of operations and practises to verify the 

status of relevant requirements. 

Audit Criteria The set of policies, procedures, or requirements used as a reference 

during an audit. 

Audit Findings: Results of the evaluation of the collected audit evidence against 

audit criteria. Audit findings can indicate either conformity or non-

conformity with audit criteria. 

Environmental Audit: A systematic, documented verification process of objectively 

obtaining and evaluating evidence to determine whether specified 

environmental activities, events, conditions, management systems, 

or information about these matters conform with audit criteria, and 

communicating the results of this process to the client. 

Environmental Management 

Programme: 

A site-, project-, or facility-specific plan developed to ensure that 

environmental management practises to eliminate and control 

environmental impacts are followed during Commissioning and 

Operation phases. 

Impact: A description of the potential effect or consequence of an aspect 

of the development on a specified component of the biophysical, 

social or economic environment within a defined time and space. 

Mitigation: Measures designed to avoid, reduce or remedy adverse impacts. 

Non-compliance: Issues that are in direct non-compliance with the requirements, 

commitments and/or management measures in approved EMPr. 

Recycle: A process where waste or waste water is reclaimed for further use, 

this process involves the separation of waste from a waste stream for 

further use and the processing of that separated materials as a 

product or raw material. 

Re-use: To utilise articles from the waste or water again for a similar or 

different purpose without changing the form or properties of the 

articles. 

Storage: The accumulation of waste in a manner that does not constitute a 

treatment or disposal of that waste. 

Waste: Any substance, whether or not that substance can be reduced, re-

used or recycled and recovered- 

• That is surplus, unwanted, rejected, discarded, abandoned 

or disposed of; 

• Which the generator has no further use of for the purposes 

of production; 

• That must be treated or disposed of; 

• That is identified as waste by the Minister by notice in the 

Gazette and includes waste generated by the mining, 

medical or other sector, butA by-product is not considered 

waste; 

• Any portion of waste, once reused, recycled and 

recovered, ceases to be waste. 
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Waste Classification: Establishing- 

• Whether a waste is hazardous or not based on the nature of 

its physical, health and environmental hazardous properties 

(hazard classes); and 

• The degree or severity of the hazard posed (hazard 

categories). 

Waste Generator: Any person whose actions, production processes or activities 

including waste management activities, results in the generation of 

waste. 

Waste Management: Classifying, recycling, treatment and disposal of waste generated 

during construction, operation and decommissioning activities. 
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LIST OF ACRONYMS 

CV Curriculum Vitae 

DEA&DP Western Cape Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning 

DWS Department of Water and Sanitation 

EA Environmental Authorisation 

ECO Environmental Control Officer 

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 

EMPr Environmental Management Programme 

NEM:BA National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act, 2004 (Act No. 10 of 2004) 

NEMA National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) 

WUL Water Use Licence 
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ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT REPORT REQUIREMENTS 

Appendix 7 of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended) contains the required contents of an 

Environmental Audit Report. The checklist below serves as a summary of how these requirements were 

incorporated into this Environmental Audit Report. 

Requirement Description 

(1) An Environmental audit report prepared in terms of these Regulations must contain - 

(a) Details of – 

(i) The independent person who 

prepared the environmental audit 

report; and 

(ii) The expertise of independent person 

that compiled the environmental 

audit report. 

Refer to page 2 and the Auditor CV attached as 

Appendix D. 

(b) A declaration that the independent auditor 

is independent in a form as may be specified 

by the competent authority. 

Refer to page 3. 

(c) An indication of the scope of, and the 

purpose for which, the environmental audit 

report was prepared. 

See Section 1.2. 

(d) A description of the methodology adopted 

in preparing the environmental audit report. 

Refer to Section 3. 

(e) An indication of the ability of the EMPr, and 

where applicable the closure plan to – 

(i) Sufficiently provide for the 

avoidance, management and 

mitigation of environmental impacts 

associated with the undertaking of 

the activity on an on-going basis; 

(ii) Sufficiently provide for the 

avoidance, management and 

mitigation of environmental impacts 

associated with the closure of the 

facility; and 

(iii) Ensure compliance with the 

provisions of environmental 

authorisation, EMPr, and where 

applicable, the closure plan. 

Refer to Section 5. 

(f) A description of any assumptions made, and 

any uncertainties or gaps in knowledge. 

Refer to Section 4. 

(g) A description of any consultation process 

that was undertaken during the course of 

carrying out the environmental audit report. 

Refer to Section 3. 

(h) A summary and copies of any comments 

that were received during any consultation 

process. 

Not applicable. 

(i) Any other information requested by the 

competent authority. 

Not applicable. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Background 

The applicant (Neethlingstraat 12 Stellenbosch (Pty) Ltd) was granted authorisation by the competent 

authority, the Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning (DEA&DP), in terms of the 

National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) and the Environmental Impact 

Assessment Regulations, 2014 as amended (NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014) to undertake the listed activities 

as specified in the Environmental Authorisation (EA) (EIA Reference No. 16/3/1/1/B4/45/1096/14), issued 

on 08 July 2015. An Amended EA (EIA Reference No. 16/3/3/5/B4/45/1005/20) after a Part 1 Amendment 

process, was issued on 17 February 2020. The Part 1 amendment was for a validity extension, all conditions 

from the original EA remain applicable.   

This Environmental Audit Report has been compiled in compliance with Regulation 34 of the 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) regulations, 2014 (as amended), promulgated under the 

National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998; NEMA). 

Doug Jeffery Environmental Consultants (Pty) Ltd., has been appointed by Neethlingstraat 12 

Stellenbosch (Pty) Ltd, to conduct an environmental audit, to determine compliance with the conditions 

of the EA’s and the Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) and submit an Environmental Audit 

Report to the Competent Authority, the Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning 

(DEA&DP) in terms of Condition 23 of the Environmental Authorisation referred to in Table 1.  

Table 1: EA’s Issued 

Decision Date Reference 

Environmental Authorisation 08 July 2015 16/3/1/1/B4/45/1096/14 

Amended Environmental Authorisation  17 February 2020 16/3/3/5/B4/45/1005/20 

1.2. Scope and Purpose of the Report 

The scope of this environmental audit report is to audit the applicant’s construction activities in progress 

and determine their compliance in terms of the EA and EMPr. 

The purpose of the environmental audit report is to report on compliance with these documents.  
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Figure 1: Location of Farm 85, Erf 14425 and Erf 14426, Stellenbosch. 

1.3. Proposed Layout 

The authorised alternative related to the listed activities include: 

 

The development of a residential development on Farm 85 and Erven 14425 and 14426 that will be 

comprised of approximately 260 residential units complete with internal roads, parking, open space 

areas and service infrastructure. The development will be a combination of single and duplex town 

houses, group housing and apartment buildings. An access road to the site will be constructed from 

Hendriks Road on Erf 14426 around the exisiting dam, via a new traffic circle, located approximately 

100m West of the R44 intersection. An access road off the R44 approximately 460m North of the R44 

intersection is also allowed for in the long term once the R44 has been upgraded to a double dual 

carriageway.  
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Figure 2: Preferred Alternative Site Development Plan. 
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2. AUDIT REPORT REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS 

It should be noted that this audit is undertaken in terms of Regulation 54A(3) of the EIA Regulations, 2014 

(as amended). 

Regulation 34(1) of the EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended) states that the Holder of an EA must, for the 

period during which the EA and EMPr remains valid: 

a) Ensure that the compliance with the conditions of the EA and EMPr, is audited; and 

b) Submit an environmental audit report to the relevant competent authority. 

Regulation 34(2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended) details the contents of an audit: 

a) The audit report must be prepared by an independent person with the relevant environmental 

auditing expertise; 

b) Provide verifiable findings on: 

i. The level of performance against and compliance of the project with the provisions of 

the requisite EA and EMPr; and 

ii. The ability of the measures contained in the EMPr, to sufficiently provide for the 

avoidance, management and mitigation of environmental impacts with the 

undertaking of the activity. 

c) Comply with the specifications of Appendix 7 of the 2014 Regulations as amended; 

d) Be conducted and submitted to the competent authority at intervals as indicated in the EA. 

Regulation 34(3) of the EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended) states that the audit must determine: 

a) The ability of the EMPr to sufficiently provide for the avoidance, management and mitigation of 

environmental impacts associated with the undertaking of the activity on an ongoing basis; 

b) The level of compliance with the provisions of the EA and EMPr. 

Regulation 34(4) of the EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended) specifies that the findings of the audit must 

submit recommendations to amend the EMPr, if necessary, should: 

a) Insufficient mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the undertaking of the activity 

be clear; 

b) Insufficient levels of compliance with the EA/EMPr be obvious. 

According to Regulation 34(5) of the EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended), in the event that any 

amendments to the EMPr are necessary, such recommendations (as stipulated in Regulation 34(4)) must 

be subjected to public participation as agreed to with the competent Authority. 
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3. METHODOLOGY 

3.1. Audit process 

The Environmental Audit Report is based on evaluation of the activities on site in relation to the review of 

the EA, the EMPr, ECO compliance monitoring reports, information provided during the audit and verified 

via a site inspection. 

 

4. ASSUMPTION, UNCERTAINTIES/ GAPS IN KNOWLEDGE 

It is assumed that all information contained herein, as provided by the Holder of the Authorisation and 

appointed ECO, is correct and complete. The actions relating to the conduct of Contractors and/or 

other service providers is uncertain and can only be taken from information provided by the Holder of 

the Authorisation, ECO reports and from personal observations made during the visit to and inspection 

of the site. No borehole water rights were provided to the Auditor during the audit process and a gap in 

information regarding the Borehole water rights should be noted.  

The following information was provided to Doug Jeffery Environmental Consultants and was reviewed as 

part of this Audit: 

• Amended Environmental Authorisation dated 17 February 2020 (includes original EA). 

• Environmental Management Programme dated 27 January 2015. 

• Environmental Monitoring Reports compiled by Guillaume Nel Environmental Consultants. 

• Proof of I&AP’s notified dated 18 February 2020. 

• Notification of commencement dated 10 December 2021. 

• Correspondence from Engineers regarding capacity of the Stellenbosch WWTW. 

• Correspondence from the Engineers regarding Stormwater mitigation measures. 

• Method statements. 

• Freshwater Constraints Assessment dated October 2014. 

 

A site visit was undertaken by Tyron Momberg (author) from Doug Jeffery Environmental Consultants (Pty) 

Ltd on the 03rd of June 2022 to ascertain and verify the activities and actions that were approved. Mr 

Divan Opperman from Guillaume Nel Environmental Consultants (Pty) Ltd is the appointed ECO 

monitoring the construction activities on site and accompanied the auditor during the site inspection.  

Confirm Scope 
of Audit

•Request 
information 
i.e. EA and 
EMPr.

•Review 
information.

Define 
Methodology

•Prepare 
checklists 
based on EA 
conditions 
and EMPr 
measures.

Undertake the 
Audit

•A site 
inspection 
was 
undertaken, 
with the 
ECO present 
during the 
audit.

Report 
Findings

•Compile 
report to 
record 
findings.

•Report must 
comply with 
Appendix 7 
of the EIA 
Regulations, 
2014 (as 
amended).
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5. COMPLIANCE AUDIT 

The projects’ Amended EA was formally issued on 17 February 2020. 

This audit deals with the conditions specified by the competent authority, the Department of 

Environmental Affairs & Development Planning (DEA&DP), in the EA, and any documentation referred to, 

such as the EMPr. 

The relevant conditions of the EA, the external audit findings, compliance and recommendations are 

provided in Table 2. 

The audit findings, compliance with the EMPr and recommendations are provided in Table 3. 

Assessment criteria: 

Green Indicates that the item is fully complied with and/or completed with the condition. 

Yellow Indicates a partial compliance along with the reasons therefore. 

Red Indicates a serious or ongoing non-compliance requiring immediate attention. 

Blue Indicates items that are not auditable or not applicable to the site. 
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5.1. Compliance with the Amended EA 

Table 2: Compliance monitoring with the Amended EA. 

# EA Condition Findings Recommendation  

Amended EA issued: 17 February 2020 

1 This amended Environmental Authorisation is valid 

for a period of 5 years from the date of issue of this 

amended Environmental Authorisation. If the 

holder does not commence with the listed 

activities within the said period, this amended 

Environmental Authorisation shall lapse, and a 

new application for Environmental Authorisation 

must be submitted to the Competent Authority. If 

the holder wishes to extend the validity period of 

the amended Environmental Authorisation, an 

application for amendment in this regard must be 

made to the Competent Authority prior to the 

expiry date of the amended Environmental 

Authorisation.  

Compliant The Amended EA was issued on 17 February 2020 and 

according to the ECO’s notification of commencement 

letter (Appendix C) sent to the DEA&DP on 10 December 

2021, construction activities commenced on the 10 

January 2022. This is within the 5-year time period 

allowed for in Condition 1.  

No further action required. 

2 The listed activities, including site preparation, 

may not commence within 20 {twenty} calendar 

days from the date of issue of this Environmental 

Authorisation. In the event that an appeals notice 

and subsequent appeal is lodged with the 

competent authority, the effect of this 

Environmental Authorisation is suspended until 

such time as the appeal is decided. 

Compliant The Amended EA was issued on 17 February 2020 and 

according to the ECO’s notification of commencement 

letter (Appendix C) sent to the DEA&DP on 10 December 

2021, construction activities commenced on the 10 

January 2022. This is long after the 20-day appeal period 

had passed.   

No further action required.  

3 The applicant must in writing, within 12 (twelve} 

calendar days of the date of this decision and in 

accordance with regulation 10{2) — 

3.1 notify all registered I&APs of - 

  

3.1.1 the outcome of the application: 

 3.1.2 the reasons for the decision as included in 

Annexure 1: 

 3.1.3 the date of the decision; and 

 3.1.4 the date of issue of the decision: 

Compliant The I&AP’s were notified on the 18 February 2020 

(Appendix H). This is one day after the Amended EA was 

issued and within the 12-day time period required in 

terms of Condition 3. The notification included all the 

information required as per Condition 3.  

No further action required. 
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# EA Condition Findings Recommendation  

 

3.2 draw the attention of all registered I&APs to 

the fact that an appeal may be lodged against 

the decision in terms of Chapter 7 of the 

Environmental Impact Assessment Amendment 

Regulations, 2010 detailed in section F below: 

 

3.3 draw the attention of all registered I &APs to 

the manner in which they may access the 

decision: 

 

3.4 publish a notice in the newspapers 

contemplated in regulation 54(2)(c) 

and (d), and which newspaper was used for the 

placing of advertisements as part of the Public 

Participation Process, that - 

 

 3.4.1 informs all I&APs of the decision: 

 3.4.2 informs all I&APs where the decision can be 

accessed: and 

 3.4.3 informs all I&APs that an appeal may be 

lodged against the decision in terms of Chapter 7 

of the Regulations: 

 

3.5 provide the registered I&APs with: 

  

 3.5.1 the name of the holder (entity) of this 

environmental authorisation, 

 3.5.2 name of the responsible person for this 

environmental authorisation, 

 3.5.3 postal address of the holder, 

 3.5.4 telephonic and fax details of the holder, 

 3.5.5 email address, if any, of the holder, 
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# EA Condition Findings Recommendation  

4 Seven calendar days’ notice, in writing. must be 

given to the competent authority before 

commencement of the activities. 

4.1 The notice must make clear reference to the 

site details and EIA Reference number given 

above. 

4.2 The notice must also include proof of 

compliance with the following conditions 

described herein: 

Conditions: 2,3 and 13. 

Compliant The competent authority was informed in writing on the 

10th of December 2021, by the appointed ECO, that 

activities would commence on the 10th  of January 2022, 

once the 20-day appeal period had passed. Proof of 

compliance with conditions 2, 3 and 13 were included 

in the letter (Appendix C). 

 

Condition 21.2 required that new trees be planted along 

the boundary of Farm 103 prior to commencement of 

activities on site. It should be noted that the ECO 

informed the DEA&DP in the notice of commencement 

that trees will be planted during the construction phase 

and not prior due to it being Summer at the time and no 

irrigation available on site.  

 

No further action required.  

5 The holder is responsible for ensuring compliance 

with the conditions by any person acting on 

his/her behalf, including an agent, sub-

contractor, employee or any person rendering a 

service to the holder. 

Not 

auditable 

Noted. The Applicant holds all responsibility for the 

actions undertaken by anyone on site. 

No further action required. 

6 The applicant must notify the competent 

authority in writing, within 24 hours thereof if any 

condition herein stipulated is not being complied 

with. 

Not 

auditable 

Noted. No non-compliances with the EA conditions 

have been noted in the ECO’s reports. The holder must 

ensure the competent authority is notified within 24 hours 

if any of the conditions in this EA are not being complied 

with.  

No immediate action.  

7 The draft Environmental Management 

Programme ("EMP") submitted as part of the 

application for environmental authorisation must 

be amended to address the following aspects 

and must then be re-submitted for the competent 

authority and approved prior to the completion 

of construction: 

7.1 A Maintenance Management Pian ("MMP”} in 

terms of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2010, relating 

to GN No. R. 544, Activity 18 and the NEMA FIA 

Compliant The Draft EMP has not been amended to include the 

MMP and Specialist recommendations yet. However, 

the ECO has informed the client of the requirement to 

do so prior to the completion of construction. It is the 

auditor’s opinion to do this rather sooner than later.  

 

The EMP has been included in the contract documents 

of the Civil contractor currently appointed on site 

(Appendix I). 

Amend the EMP to include 

the MMP and Specialist 

recommendations prior to 

the completion of 

construction.  
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# EA Condition Findings Recommendation  

Regulations, 2014 relating to Activity 19 of GN No. 

R983, for any future maintenance work to be 

undertaken within the streams must be included 

in the EMP, The MMP must include a plan for the 

ongoing clearance of alien vegetation. 

7.2 The recommendations of the specialist 

assessments that were conducted during the 

process including but not limited to, heritage 

impact recommendations, freshwater impact 

recommendations, and visual impact 

recommendations must be included. Should 

amendments to the EMP be required further than 

the abovementioned) before an audit is required 

in terms of this Environmental Authorisation, the 

applicant must: 

* Notify the competent authority of its intention to 

amend the EMP at least 60 days prior to the 

submission of the application for amendment to 

the EMP; 

* Obtain comment from potential I&APs, including 

the competent authority, by using any of the 

methods provided for in the NEMA for a period of 

at 

least 30 days: and 

• submit the amended EMP for the 

competent authority for approval within 

60 days of inviting comments on the 

proposed amendments. 
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# EA Condition Findings Recommendation  

The EMP must be included in all contract 

documentation for all phases of implementation. 

8 A copy of the Environmental Authorisation and 

EMP must be kept at the site where the listed 

activity will be undertaken. Access to the site 

referred to in section C above must be granted 

and the Environmental Authorisation and EMP 

must be produced to any authorised official 

representing the competent authority who 

requests to see it for the purposes of assessing 

and/or monitoring compliance with the 

conditions contained herein. The Environmental 

Authorisation and EMP must also be made 

available for inspection by any employee or 

agent of the applicant who works or undertakes 

work at the site. 

Compliant A copy of the EA and EMP was noted on site in the 

contractor’s file during the audit (Appendix E). No issues 

wrt accessing the site was found. The DEA&DP have not 

visited the site yet.  

No further action required. 

9 A Property Owners Association must be formed 

and the Operational EMP requirements adopted 

in the Constitution of the Property Owners 

Association. 

The Constitution must be included in the Deed of 

Sale. 

Not 

auditable 

The ECO informed the Auditor that a Property Owners 

Association was in the process of being formed and that 

the Operational EMP will be included in the Constitution 

of the Property Owners Association. The Constitution will 

also be included in the Deed of Sale for all properties on 

site. The site is still under construction and therefore 

compliance with this condition cannot be audited now.  

The applicant must ensure 

a Property Owners 

Association is formed, that 

the Operational EMP 

requirements are adopted 

in the Constitution of the 

Property Owners 

Association and that the 

Constitution is included in 

the Deed of Sale for all 

properties on the site.  

10 The applicant must submit an application for 

amendment of the environmental authorisation 

to the competent authority where any detail with 

respect to the environmental authorisation must 

be amended, added, substituted, corrected, 

removed or updated, save that such application 

for amendment shall not include the personal 

Compliant A Part 1 amendment process was done to extend the 

validity period of the EA in 2015. The Amended EA was 

issued on the 17 February 2020. No further amendments 

have been done.  

 

The applicant should consider amending the Amended 

EA wrt the access road off the R44 as the current 

Amended EA only refers to the old Hendricks Road 

access road in the description.  

The applicant should 

consider amending the 

Amended EA wrt the 

access road off the R44 as 

the current Amended EA 

only refers to the old 

Hendricks Road access 

road in the description. 



ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT  REPORT  

Doug Jeffery Environmental Consultants (Pty) Ltd.   Voliere Estate 

Reference Number:  2022/24 June 2022 Page 21 of 38 

# EA Condition Findings Recommendation  

details of the holder of the environmental 

authorisation. 

10.1. Where an amendment relates to the 

change of ownership or transfer of rights and 

obligations, the applicant must: 

 10.1.1. submit an amendment application to the 

competent authority stating that he/she wishes 

the rights and obligations contained herein to be 

transferred and including (a) confirmation that 

the Environmental Authorisation is still in force (le. 

that the validity period has not yet expired or the 

activity/ies was/were lawfully Commenced with); 

(b) the contact details of the person who will be 

the new holder; (c) the reasons for the transfer; 

and (d) an originally signed letter from the 

proposed new holder acknowledging the rights 

and obligations contained in the Environmental 

Authorisation and indicating that he/she has the 

ability to implement the mitigation and 

management measures and to comply with the 

stipulated conditions. 

 10.1.2. The competent authority will issue an 

amendment to the new holder either by way of a 

new Environmental Authorisation/s or an 

addendum to the existing Environmental 

Authorisation/s if the transfer is found to be 

appropriate. 

10.2. Any changes to. or deviations from the 

scope of the description set out in Section B 

above must be approved, in writing, by the 

competent authority before such changes or 

deviations may be implemented. In assessing 

whether to grant such approval or not, the 

competent authority may request such 

information as it deems necessary to evaluate the 
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significance and impacts of such changes or 

deviations and it may be necessary for the holder 

to apply for further authorisation in terms of the 

applicable legislation. 

 

 

11 Non-compliance with a condition of this 

Environmental Authorisation or EMP may result in 

suspension of this Environmental Authorisation 

and may render the holder liable for criminal 

prosecution. 

Not 

auditable 

The holder should be aware of this condition and ensure 

any non-compliances recorded with EA or EMP are 

addressed and closed out.  

Address and close out any 

non-compliances with the 

EA and EMP. 

12 Notwithstanding this Environmental Authorisation, 

the holder must comply with any other statutory 

requirements that may be applicable to the 

undertaking of the listed activities. This includes 

complying with the requirements of the 

Department of Water and Sanitation in terms of 

the relevant legislation. 

Not 

auditable 

The holder should be aware of this condition and ensure 

that all statutory requirements that may be applicable 

to the undertaking of the listed activities, including 

requirements of the Department of Water & Sanitation 

are complied with.  

 

No borehole water rights were provided to the Auditor 

during the audit.  

 

No immediate action 

required. 

13 The holder must appoint a suitably experienced 

environmental control officer ("ECO"), or site 

agent where appropriate, before 

commencement of any land clearing or 

operational activities to ensure compliance with 

the EMP and the conditions contained herein. 

Compliant Guillaume Nel Environmental Consultants (Pty) Ltd have 

been appointed to supply ECO monitoring services to 

the applicant for the duration of the construction phase. 

The ECO was appointed prior to commencement of any 

land clearing or construction activities taking place on 

site. Divan Opperman is the ECO monitoring 

compliance on site.  

 

No further action required. 

14 An integrated waste management approach, 

which is based on waste minimisation and 

incorporates reduction, recycling, re-use and 

disposal, where appropriate, must be employed. 

Any solid waste must be disposed of at a landfill 

licensed in terms of the applicable legislation. 

Compliant Waste generated on site is being disposed of at the local 

municipal landfill site nearby. Disposal slips for waste 

removed from site was observed within the contractor’s 

file on site (Appendix E). No recycling of waste was 

noted by the Auditor or reported to the Auditor.  

Crushed building rubble was imported on site for reuse 

as suitable backfill material (Appendix E).  

No immediate action 

required.  
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15 No surface or ground water may be polluted due 

to any actions on the site. 

Compliant No surface or ground water pollution was observed on 

site during the audit. 

No immediate action 

required.  

16 The applicable requirements with respect to 

relevant legislation pertaining to occupational 

health and safety must be adhered to. 

Not 

auditable 

A Health & Safety officer has been appointed to monitor 

compliance with the OHS Act on site.  

No immediate action 

required.  

17 Should any heritage remains be exposed during 

excavations or any actions on the site, these must 

immediately be reported to the Provincial 

Heritage Resources Authority of the Western 

Cape, Heritage Western Cape in accordance 

with the applicable legislation). Heritage remains 

uncovered or disturbed during earthworks must 

not be further disturbed until the necessary 

approval has been obtained from Heritage 

Western Cape. Heritage remains include:  

Archaeological remains (including fossil bones 

and fossil shells}: coins; indigenous and/or colonial 

ceramics; any articles of value or antiquity; 

marine shell heaps: stone artifacts and bone 

remains; structures and other built features, rock 

art and rock engravings; shipwrecks; and graves 

or unmarked human burials. A qualified 

archaeologist must be contracted where 

necessary {at the expense of the applicant and in 

consultation with the relevant authority) to 

remove any human remains in accordance with 

the requirements of the relevant authority. 

Compliant The ECO informed the Auditor that a human skull was 

found on site during the earthworks phase of the 

contract.  

 

The skull was found on top of the ground, near one of 

the trenches by one of the staff on site. The staff member 

informed the site manager, who in turn informed the 

ECO and Heritage Western Cape.  

 

All works were halted in this area and the area was 

demarcated as a no-go area at the time.  

 

Heritage Western Cape visited the site and removed the 

skull from site. It was thought that the skull may have 

come to site with imported material and not from 

excavating on site.  

 

As far as the ECO is aware, no work permit was issued to 

remove any bones from site, however the bones were 

removed by Heritage Western Cape.  

 

No further information has been provided to Auditor on 

this.  

No immediate action 

required.  

18 The following recommendations as indicated in 

the Freshwater Constraints Assessment, dated 

October 2014, compiled by Toni Belcher, must be 

implemented, and adhered to: 

18.1. A development setback (buffer area) of at 

least 15m must be provided from the top of the 

bank of the tributary along the northern boundary 

Compliant A 15m buffer area was observed and demarcated from 

the top of the bank of the tributary running along the 

Northern boundary of the site during the audit 

(Appendix E).  

 

A road was being constructed over the original 

concrete lined stormwater channel from the existing 

dam on site as per the approved SDP in the application 

The Applicant must ensure 

the stormwater channel is 

moved 50m South towards 

the foot of Dam 1 and is 

rehabilitated accordingly 

to run along the 
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and of at least 10m from the top of the bank of 

the tributary along the southwestern boundary of 

the site. 

18.2. A qualified botanist or freshwater specialist 

must be appointed to assist with the rehabilitation 

of the riparian zone of the rivers and only 

indigenous vegetation must be used for the 

rehabilitation of the riparian zone. 

process. The overflow stream should be moved about 

50m South and should be constructed at the foot of 

Dam 1 which then runs along the Southwestern 

boundary of the site according to the 

recommendations of the Freshwater Constraints 

Assessment (Appendix L).  

 

No rehabilitation was taking place during the audit. This 

must be done at a later stage of the project.  

Southwestern boundary of 

the site. 

A Freshwater Specialist 

should be appointed to 

assist with the creation of 

this channel and 

rehabilitation of the 

streams. 

19 Post development stormwater runoff must not 

exceed pre-development runoff. 

Compliant The auditor received confirmation via email from the 

appointed Engineers that post-development runoff 

does not exceed pre-development runoff (Appendix J). 

 

No further action required. 

20 The stormwater system must be designed in 

accordance with the principles of Sustainable 

Urban Drainage Systems (“SUDS") which would 

include mitigation measures such as those 

indicated in the Stormwater Report dated 11 

March 2015, including: 

 

20.1. The use of permeable paving systems within 

the development. 

20.2. The use of stormwater ponds to detain water 

on site. 

Compliant The Auditor received confirmation from the Engineers 

via email confirming the Stormwater system on site has 

been designed in accordance with the principles of 

Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems and the system 

includes stormwater ponds (Appendix J). No permeable 

paving has been included in the development as the 

mitigation measures through the pond system were 

found to be sufficient.  

No further action required.  

21 The following recommendations as included in 

the Visual impact Assessment conducted by 

Karen Hansen Landscape Architect Visual Impact 

Assessments, dated October 2014, must be 

implemented and adhered to: 

21.1. Retaining the existing line of trees along the 

R44 and reinforcing this visual screening through 

additional planting. 

Partial 

compliant 

The ECO informed the Auditor during the site visit that 

some of the trees along the R44 have been removed by 

the Applicant. Some trees were still noted along the R44 

but were planned to be removed as well. The ECO 

informed the Auditor that it was the intention of the 

Applicant to plant more large trees along the R44 during 

the construction phase. No new trees had been planted 

along the R44 at the time of the audit.  

 

The ECO informed the DEA&DP in the notification of 

commencement letter (Appendix C) that it was not 

feasible to plant trees along the boundary of Farm 103 

prior to commencement, due to the season and no 

The Applicant should 

retain the remaining trees 

along the R44 or 

undertake and 

amendment process to 

allow for the removal of 

the remaining trees. Large 

indigenous trees need to 

be replaced for each tree 

removed and new large 

indigenous trees should be 

planted as per the 
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21.2. New planting of trees along the boundary of 

Farm 103 before commencement of construction 

of the development. 

21.3. Planting of frees along the boundary 

between the site and Welgevonden Estate. 

21.4. Retaining the old olive trees along the 

historic farm road and replacing trees where 

required. 

irrigation available at the time and that it will be done 

during the construction phase. No trees had been 

planted along the boundary of Farm 103 at the time of 

the audit.   

 

No planting of trees along the boundary between the 

site and Welgevonden Estate had taken place at the 

time of the audit.  

 

The old olive trees had been retained and were 

demarcated as no-go areas accordingly. Some of the 

olive trees were removed for the construction of the 

road and were replanted in line with the historic line of 

olive trees. Should the replanted olive trees not survive 

the Applicant must ensure new olive trees are replanted. 

  

recommendations of the 

Visual Impact Assessment. 

The Applicant must ensure 

new trees are planted 

along the boundary of 

Farm 103 ASAP. Irrigation is 

now available on site and 

it is the correct season for 

planting.  

The Applicant must ensure 

trees are planted along 

the boundary between 

the site and Welgevonden 

Estate ASAP.  

Olive trees that do not 

survive the transplant must 

be replaced.  

22 Effluent discharge from the development can 

only take place after the upgrade of the 

Stellenbosch Wastewater Treatment Works 

(“WWTW") is completed and upon written 

confirmation from the Municipality that the 

WWTW is ready to accept effluent. A copy of the 

written confirmation must be submitted to the 

Department before operation. 

Compliant The appointed Engineers have confirmed with the ECO 

and Auditor via email (Appendix K) that the upgrade of 

the Stellenbosch WWTW facility was completed in 2019 

and that the Stellenbosch WWTW facility is ready and 

has sufficient capacity to accept effluent waste from 

the Voliere Development.  

No further action required.  

23 An audit report, showing compliance with the 

EMP and with conditions of this environmental 

authorisation must be submitted to this 

Department six {6} months after commencement 

of construction and 6 months after the 

completion of construction. The audit report must 

include a copy of the Constitution of the Property 

Owners Association. 

Compliant Construction activities commenced on the 10 January 

2022. The Audit was conducted on the 3rd of June 2022 

within the 6-month time frame. The audit report will be 

submitted to the DEA&DP during the month of June 

2022. No Constitution was available at the time of the 

audit.  

 

The Applicant must ensure 

the following audit is 

undertaken and submitted 

to the Department 6 

months after completion 

of construction activities 

on site.  
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The next Regulation 34 audit report must be undertaken 

and submitted to the Department 6 months after 

completion of construction activities.  
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Table 3: Compliance monitoring with EMPr 

EMPr Measures Findings Recommendation  

B.3 MATERIALS 

 

B.3.1 Materials handling, use and 

storage  

Compliant The Site Manager from the contractor informed the Auditor that all 

imported materials came from Sand & Stone Kuilsriver. This borrow 

pit is within 50km radius of the construction site. All imported 

material seemed to be clean and free from weeds. The Site 

Engineer had approved the imported material. Stockpiles from 

excavation were noted alongside trenches on site for backfilling. 

No major stockpiling area was noted on site.  

No immediate action required. 

B.3.2 Hazardous substances Compliant A hazardous chemical store was observed with the correct 

signage and within a ventilated cage behind the site camp area 

(Appendix E). No paint or thinners were noted on site.  

No immediate action required.  

B.4 Plant 

 

B.4.1 Fuel and oil 

Compliant A site plan of the construction camp was included in the site 

establishment method statement. No large fuel storage takes 

place on site. Fuel is brought into site when required. All small 

quantities of fuel and oils was being stored in the hazardous 

chemical storage area behind the site. Adequate basic fire-

fighting equipment was noted throughout the site camp and 

construction area.  

No immediate action required.  

B.4.2 Eating areas Compliant The Auditor noted a sufficient shaded eating area at the site camp 

with bins nearby. The eating area was detailed on the site camp 

layout plan which was in the site establishment method statement 

as well as displayed up at the site camp area (Appendix E).  

 

No further action required. 

B.4.3 Ablution facilities Compliant Sufficient ablution facilities were observed on site for the number 

of staff working on site. Entrances of the toilets were screened, and 

chemical toilets were sufficiently secured to the ground (Appendix 

E). No toilets were observed within 50m of any water body and all 

toilets were within 100m of work taking place on site. No spillages 

or contamination from toilets were observed during the audit.  

 

No immediate action required.  

B.4.4 Solid waste management Compliant No hazardous waste had been generated on site thus far. No litter 

was noted at the site camp area or construction working areas. 

Sufficient scavenger proof and weatherproof bins were observed 

at the site camp area. All waste generated on site has been 

No immediate action is 

required.  
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disposed of at the local municipal landfill site. Disposal slips were 

observed within the contractors file on site. No recycling of waste 

had been reported to the ECO or Auditor however crushed 

building rubble was imported to site for suitable backfill material.  

 

B.4.5 Contaminated water Compliant No discharge of any pollutants into water courses was observed 

during the audit. No wash bays, fuel depots or workshops were 

observed on site. No wastewater contamination was observed on 

site. The only wastewater noted on site was at the cement 

batching area and all wastewater was contained within the 

batching area on wooden boards and plastic sheeting.  

No immediate action required. 

B.4.5 Dust Compliant No dust was noted on site during the audit. All plant and vehicles 

were complying with the speed limit on site. The ECO informed the 

Auditor that a water truck is used to provide dust suppression on 

haul roads and open areas during windy conditions. A water truck 

was noted on site.  

 

No immediate action required.  

B.4.7 Lights Compliant The ECO did inform the Auditor that he is unaware of any night 

work taking place on site. The contractor confirmed no night work 

has taken place or is planned to take place.  

No immediate action required.  

B.4.8 Workshop, equipment 

maintenance and storage 

Compliant The construction and site camp was neat and tidy during the audit. 

Waste bins were placed at the site camp area and away from any 

buildings. No repairs on machinery were observed during the 

audit.  

No immediate action required.  

B.4.9 Noise Compliant No excessively loud machinery or noise levels were observed 

during the audit. No noise complaints or excessive noise has been 

reported in the ECO’s monthly reports (Appendix F). 

No further action required.  

B.5 CONSTRUCTION 

 

B.5.1 Method statements 

Compliant Method statements were not provided by the contractor within 14 

days of the contract acceptance however this would not 

necessarily have a negative impact on the outcome of the works. 

The Auditor noted the method statements in the contractors file on 

site during the audit.  

 

No immediate action required.  

B.5.2 Awareness training Partial 

compliant 

A SHE officer is appointed on site by the contractor. Environmental 

checklists are done on a monthly basis as apposed to daily 

required by the EMP. No checklists have been submitted to the 

Environmental checklists should 

be done on a daily basis by the 

SHE officer. An environmental 
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ECO but the Auditor noted the monthly checklists on file during the 

audit. No method statement regarding the environmental 

awareness training have been submitted. The ECO has provided 

the contractor with the required environmental awareness training 

information and environmental induction and training is done with 

all staff prior to commencing with work on site. Signed induction 

registers were observed within the file on site. The ECO has not 

received any reports from the contractors detailing the number of 

staff on site.  

awareness training method 

statement detailing the logistics 

of environmental training 

should be sent to the ECO. The 

contractor should submit 

monthly reports to the ECO 

detailing the number of staff 

working on site.  

B.5.3 Construction site location Compliant The construction camp is situated in an easily accessible area 

agreed to with the ECO. The construction camp is situated further 

than 15m from any drainage channel or water body on site. The 

contractor has been in consultation with Eskom and Telkom 

regarding construction activities and way leaves. All routes and 

services have not necessarily gone around sensitive areas on site 

but have been constructed in line with the approved SDP plan. The 

roads on site are being constructed through the Old Olive tree line 

but affected trees have been moved and replanted on site. The 

road is being constructed over the stormwater drainage channel 

in the Southwest of the site according to the approved SDP plan. 

No environmental constraints plan has been noted on site or for 

the project. Water and ducts have been placed in the same 

trench alongside the roads on site. The sewer has been placed 

within the centre of the roads on site.  

The site camp area has taken cognisance of deliveries, services, 

future works, security and disturbance to neighbours.  

No immediate action required. 

B.5.4 Construction camp enclosure Partial 

compliant 

The boundaries of the construction camp and working areas have 

not been included on a map which was included in the EMP. The 

construction camp was not fenced off with a 1.8m diamond mesh 

fence or Bonnox fence as per the requirement of the EMP.  

The construction camp and 

working area boundaries should 

be detailed on a map and it 

should be attached to the EMP.  

The site camp area should be 

fenced according to the 

specification of the EMP.  
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B.5.5 ‘No go’ areas Partial 

compliant 

No Environmental Constraints Plan has been noted during the 

audit.  

The Plankenburg Tributary 1 (Appendix L) and a 15m buffer area 

was demarcated with strand wire along the Northern boundary 

and no disturbance was noted within this area.  

The Old Olive trees to be retained were demarcated as no-go 

areas.  

The trees along the R44 to be retained for Visual purposes 

according to the Visual Impact Assessment done were not 

demarcated as no-go areas. The ECO informed the auditor the 

Applicant plans to remove the trees along the R44 and plant new 

trees to provide visual screening.  

The trees along the R44 to be 

retained according to the 

Visual Impact Assessment 

should be retained and 

demarcated as no-go areas.  

Once the stormwater channel 

(Dam 2, overflow) in the 

Southwest of the site has been 

moved 50m South below the 

foot of Dam 1, a 10m buffer 

area should be established as a 

no-go area for the new stream. 

B.5.6 Access routes / haul roads Compliant Access to the campsite and construction area utilizes an existing 

jeep track that entered the site off the R44. No marker pegs have 

been used to demarcate the access road however marker pegs 

and danger tape were observed on site demarcating construction 

and working areas. No upgrading or rehabilitation of haul roads 

has taken place or been required. The speed limit along the haul 

road was being complied with on site. Some minor sediment was 

noted on the public R44 road at the entrance to the site, but this is 

cleaned and maintained regularly according to the ECO reports.  

Marker pegs should be used to 

demarcate the access road.  

The sediment noted on the R44 

at the access point should be 

cleaned.  

Trained and equipped flagmen 

should be used where the 

access road intersects with the 

R44 during deliveries of 

materials to site.  

B.5.7 Construction personnel 

information posters 

Non-

compliant 

No A3 sized information posters describing key environmental 

requirements and specifications were noted within the eating 

area.  

Posters describing key 

environmental requirements 

and specifications such as 

buffer areas, no-go areas and 

trees to be retained should be 

displayed in the eating area.  
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B.5.8 Fire control Compliant No Fire Management Plan was noted during the audit. No fires 

were noted on site during the audit or recorded in the ECO’s 

monthly reports. Basic fire fighting equipment was noted at the site 

camp area and some of the construction areas where necessary.  

A Fire Management Plan/ 

Method statement should be 

provided to the ECO.  

B.5.9 Emergency procedures Not auditable The contractor has provided a method statement for dealing with 

oil spillages. No method statement has been provided for dealing 

with raw wastewater, semi-treated wastewater, sludge or final 

effluent due to the sewer services that were being installed during 

the visit. No effluent or raw wastewater currently exists on site.  

The contractor should provide 

the ECO with a method 

statement dealing with effluent 

spillages once the sewer system 

has been installed and once 

raw wastewater and sludge 

exists on site.  

B.5.10 Special environments Not 

applicable 

Most of the requirements of this condition do not conform to the 

Freshwater Constraints Assessment and approved SDP plan, 

specifically regarding the Dam and Stormwater channel running 

along the Western boundary of the site. The dam will be made 

smaller to incorporate the development and the stormwater 

channel had been replaced with 900mm stormwater pipes in the 

same original position of the stormwater channel which had a road 

being constructed over it. The Freshwater Constraints Report 

recommended the stormwater channel be moved 50m South at 

the foot of Dam 2 to run along the Western boundary of the site.  

The Auditor is of the opinion water quality monitoring is not required 

as no work is planned near the Northern Tributary 1 stream and 

includes a 15m buffer area which has been demarcated. No 

water quality monitoring has been done as far as the auditor is 

aware.  

Due to earthworks and civil works underway no contaminated 

water runoff was noted on site during the audit.  

No permeable paving will be used in the development due to 

stormwater detention ponds being suffice for managing the 

stormwater runoff post construction according to the appointed 

engineer.  

This condition in the EMP should 

be amended to ensure it 

conforms to the approved SDP 

plan and Freshwater 

Constraints Assessment.  

The Stormwater channel below 

Dam 1 should be moved 50m 

South below the larger Dam 2 

as per the Freshwater 

Constraints Assessment 

(Appendix L). 
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B.5.11 Protection of archaeological 

and palaeontological remains 

Compliant The remains of a human skull were found on site during the 

earthworks taking place. Work was stopped in the immediate area 

and the area of discovery was cordoned off according to the 

ECO. The ECO and Heritage Western Cape were immediately 

informed of the discovery and the skull was removed from site by 

Heritage Western Cape.  

No immediate action required.  

B.5.12 Erosion and sedimentation 

control 

Compliant No erosion channels or major sedimentation issues were observed 

during the audit. Earthworks and trenching were underway in 

cleared areas. Stormwater services were being installed to 

manage the runoff on site. No method statement for stabilisation 

of cleared areas to prevent erosion and control erosion has been 

noted by the Auditor.  

No stabilised areas were noted on site except for where roads 

were being constructed, due to the earthworks and civil work 

underway.  

The contractor must supply the 

ECO with a method statement 

for stabilisation of cleared areas 

to prevent erosion and to 

control erosion.  

B.5.13 Stormwater controls Not auditable The stormwater services were being installed during the time of the 

audit. No temporary stormwater retention ponds had been 

created or any obvious stormwater control measures were 

observed during the audit. No stormwater issues or erosion was 

noted on site during the audit.  

 

 

Hay bales and silt screens 

should be used across 

stormwater flow areas to 

control erosion and stormwater 

when its required. 

B.5.14 Aesthetics Compliant Shade netting was installed along the boundary fence of 

Welgevonden Estate to screen the construction activities from the 

immediate neighbours (Appendix E). No shade netting was 

installed along the boundary fence of Farm 103 or the R44.  

The Auditor is of the opinion that 

shade netting should be 

installed along the boundary 

fence of Farm 103 to screen the 

site camp and construction 

activities.  

B.5.15 Community relations Non-

compliant 

No information board was erected which detailed background 

information on the project or which contained a contact number 

for complaints.  

The contractor should erect an 

information board which details 

some background information 

regarding the project and 
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includes a number for public 

complaints.  

B.5.16 Access to site Partial 

compliant 

The entire boundary of the site is demarcated and prevents access 

to the site except the current access road off the R44 which has 

no access control and is open to the public to enter the site.  

No indemnification boards were erected at the site entrance.  

The contractor should practise 

access control at the site 

entrance to prevent the public 

from accessing the site.  

Indemnification boards should 

be erected at the site entrance.  

B.5.17 Hard surfacing Not auditable No permeable paving will be installed on site according to the 

appointed engineer due to the construction of stormwater ponds 

and the mitigation measures from the pond system being sufficient 

to mitigate stormwater runoff.  

No bitumen products were observed on site during the audit.  

No immediate action required.  

B.5.18 Blasting  Not 

applicable 

No blasting is planned for the site. No further action required.  

B.5.19 Cement and concrete batching Compliant No concrete was being mixed at the time of the audit. The Auditor 

noted a cement batching area not in use during the audit which 

was in the centre of the construction area away from all sensitive 

areas and wooden boards and plastic sheeting was noted with 

some cement residue on (Appendix E). All wastewater generated 

in the batching process is reused in the batching process via the 

cement mixer. Unused cement bags were stored within a cement 

container at the site camp area. No spillages were noted around 

this area. No empty cement bags were noted in the mixing area 

or anywhere on site.  

All excess remains of cement 

residue should be removed 

upon completion of the section 

being poured or batched for.  

B.5.20 Pipelines Not auditable The stormwater pipelines were in the process of being installed on 

site during the audit. No pipeline flushing has taken place on site 

yet.  

The stormwater channel in the Southwestern part of the site from 

Dam 1 was dry during the laying of stormwater pipes in this area.  

No immediate action required.  
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B.5.21 Crane operations Not auditable No mobile cranes or tower cranes were on site during the audit. No immediate action required. 

B.5.22 Drilling and jackhammering Not auditable No drilling or jackhammers were observed on site during the audit. No immediate action required. 

B.5.23 Earthworks Compliant All earthworks observed on site were being undertaken in 

compliance of the EMP specification.  

No immediate action required.  

B.5.24 Piling, jacking and thrust boring Not auditable No piling, jacking or thrust boring was taking place on site during 

the audit. 

No immediate action required.  

B.5.25 Power tools Not auditable  No power tools were observed on site or being used during audit. No immediate action required.  

B.5.26 Pumping and sumping Partial 

compliant  

The ECO noted a pump being used on site without a drip tray in 

place. Water was being pumped from one excavation to another.  

All pumps require a drip tray 

underneath to mitigate 

contamination.  

The contractor must provide the 

ECO with a wastewater/ 

pumping method statement.  

B.5.27 Settlement ponds Not auditable No settlement ponds have been created or were being used on 

site during the audit. 

No immediate action required. 

B.5.28 Rock breaking Not auditable No rock breaking was taking place on site during the audit. No immediate action required. 

B.5.29 Trenching Compliant The sewer services are placed within the newly constructed road 

excavations on site. The water pipeline is in the same trench as the 

duct services on site. All trenches were demarcated with stakes or 

danger tape. Topsoil was stockpiled separately for reuse. Trenches 

were backfilled using the rollover method as far as the Auditor is 

aware. 

No immediate action required. 

B.5.30 Temporary site closure Not auditable No site closure had taken place during the time of the audit.  No immediate action required. 
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5.3. Ability of the Measures of the EMPr to Mitigate 

(a) The ability of the measures contained in the EMPr to sufficiently provide for the avoidance, 

management and mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the undertaking of the 

activity: 

It is the auditor’s opinion that the EMPr has sufficiently addressed and provided for the avoidance, 

management and mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the undertaking of the 

activity, as applicable to this initial phase of the construction period and as far as this external audit 

is concerned. 

Further internal and external audits will need to assess the applicability of the EMPr as the 

construction process progresses. 

(b) Identify the need for any changes to the avoidance, management and mitigation measures 

provided for in the EMPr: 

Point B.5.10 – Special Environments) This point in the EMP should be amended to ensure it conforms 

to the approved SDP plan and Freshwater Constraints Assessment. According to the SDP the 

Southwestern stream (Tributary 2) and the dam from which it originates (Dam 2) will be affected by 

construction works (rehabilitated and possibly moved 50m South below Dam 1). The EMP refers to 

this stormwater channel as a no-go area where no construction activities are to take place. Water 

quality monitoring of the streams on site should be removed from the EMP since the Northern 

Tributary 1 stream will not be affected by construction activities and the Southwestern Tributary 2 

stream will be removed and a new stream created 50m South below Dam 1 as per the Freshwater 

Constraints Assessment (Appendix L).  

(c) Identify shortcomings in the EMPr: 

No shortcomings have been identified in the EMP at this stage. 
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6. FINDINGS & CONCULSION 

Doug Jeffery Environmental Consultants has been appointed by " Neethlingstraat 12 Stellenbosch (Pty) 

Ltd ", to compile an External Environmental Audit Report in terms of Condition 23 of the Environmental 

Authorisation. 

The audit considered 23 conditions from the Environmental Authorisation (16/3/3/5/B4/45/1005/20) issued 

for the activity. The EMPr considered 41 outcomes therefore the total number of outcomes audited were 

64. 

A brief summary of the number of outcomes and the compliance thereof is provided below. 

Table 4: Summary of compliance. 

# Items Compliance Description % Compliance 

 
Indicates that the item is fully complied with and / or completed with 

the particular condition. 
58% 

 Indicates a partial compliance along with the reasons therefore. 9% 

 
Indicates a serious or ongoing non-compliance requiring immediate 

attention. 
3% 

 
Indicates items that cannot necessarily be audited or are not 

applicable to the specified site. 
30% 

The developer achieved 58% compliance on the various action items audited in the EA and EMPr, with 

the non auditable items at 30%. 9% of the items audited were partially compliant with 3% being non-

compliant. It is clear from the outcome of the ECO reporting and this audit report, that the facility is 

relatively compliant. 

No non-compliances were recorded with the conditions of the EA. 

Two non-compliances were recorded with the requirements of the EMPr. The non-compliances recorded 

are summarised below: 

B.5.7 – Construction personnel information posters) No A3 sized information posters describing key 

environmental requirements and specifications were noted within the eating area. 

B.5.15 – Community relations) No information board was erected which detailed background 

information on the project or which contained a contact number for complaints. 

These non-compliances can be easily rectified and closed out.  

The only inconsistency between the EA and EMPr noted was point B.5.10. The EMP refers to the 

Stormwater trench along the Western boundary being a no-go area and out of bounds for all activities. 

The EA refers to the Freshwater Constraints Assessment done which mentions that the first 120m of the 

stormwater trench may be rehabilitated and moved 50m South below Dam 1. The SDP also shows hard 

surfaces constructed over the stormwater channel running across the site and therefore the EMP should 

be amended to ensure the requirements of point B.5.10 talk to those of the SDP and the Freshwater 

Constraints Assessment done.   

Recommendations for the partial compliant and non-compliant items can be found in the action column 

of the compliance tables above. Addressing the partial compliant and non-compliant items as well as 

closing out the action items will result in a more compliant audit report.  
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7. STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 

No public consultation process was followed. On site and ongoing consultation was undertaken with the 

Environmental Control Officer (ECO) and other site personnel. 

The outcome of this audit has not found insufficient mitigation of environmental impacts associated with 

the undertaking of the activity, nor has it found insufficient levels of compliance with the Environmental 

Authorisation. As such a public participation process in terms of Regulation 34(5) was not undertaken. 

In compliance with regulation 34(6) the holder of the EA must within 7 days of the date of submission of 

an environmental audit report to the competent authority, notify all potential and registered interested 

and affected parties of the submission of that report, and make such report immediately available - 

(a) to anyone on request; and 

(b) on a publicly accessible website, where the holder has such a website. 
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